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Leadership Skills
Leadership experience, such as holding an office in student government or other groups, is a big

plus. Get involved in your pre-vet club, student government, fraternity/sorority, or other organization. If
one of these doesn’t exist, get some others together and start a club of your own!

Communication Skills
Because veterinarians’ patients can’t really talk and tell them what’s wrong, people tend to think

that communication skills are less important. That couldn’t be more untrue. It’s essential for
veterinarians to have good communications skills so their clients can understand what’s going on with
their animals and do their parts to help resolve the problem. Coursework or extracurricular activities that
improve your communication skills are definitely helpful…not to mention it can help you when it comes
to the interview.

Most of us dread public speaking, but that’s all the more reason to take a class or two. Becoming
more comfortable speaking to larger audiences will come in handy later in life.

Letters of Recommendation
Get to know your professors. Sure, a professor can write a letter stating that you got an “A” in

their class, but can they say anything else about you? A good letter of recommendation comes from a
person who knows who you really are. You can get to know professors by attending office hours,
volunteering in their research projects, or joining a club that they advise. Check with the vet schools you
are applying to for their requirements of who they want the letters to come from—usually they want to
hear not only from your professors, but also vets that you have worked with.

Standardized Tests
Standardized tests? Again? And you thought that was over when you finished high school! The

Graduate Record Examination (GRE) is required by most veterinary schools, and some also require the
Biology GRE. The Medical College Admission Test (MCAT) is also accepted by some schools in place
of the GRE. Find out where you can take the exam and what preparation you need to succeed. For a
listing of each accredited veterinary school’s requirements, go to the AAVMC site at www.aavmc.org.
More information can be found at http://www.ets.org/gre/.

Have fun!
All work and no play can actually make you a less desirable candidate. Not all of your courses

and extracurricular activities should be 100% focused on meeting the admission requirements. Do the
things you like, join the clubs you find fun, and enjoy your life.

What if you don’t get in?
You’re not alone, and it doesn’t mean you don’t have what it takes. Contact the admissions staff

and request feedback on your application, then address the deficiencies and reapply next year.
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