
1 

Substantive Change Policy for Institutional Accreditation 
University of North Alabama 

Purpose 
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of an accredited institution. Under federal regulations, substantive change includes 
revisions to the mission, legal status, or control of the institution; the addition of 
courses or programs that are significant departures from current offerings; 
establishment of off-campus instructional sites; program closures; collaborative 
academic or contractual arrangements with other institutions or entities; and related 
actions. SACSCOC specifies additional types of substantive changes that must also be 
reported and/or approved before implementation. 

Significant Departure: A program that is not closely related to previously approved 
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This policy, current SACSCOC policy, instructions, and contact information for the 
SACSCOC Liaison are provided on the UNA website at 
https://www.una.edu/sacs/index.html. To ensure that SACSCOC reporting deadlines 
are met, questions and requests for review should be directed to the SACSCOC Liaison 
as early as possible in the planning process. 

The current SACSCOC policy on Substantive Change and listing of changes that must 
be reported or approved is available at: https://sacscoc.org/accrediting-
standards/substantive-changes/ 

Policy Roles and Responsibilities 

Responsible Office: SACSCOC Liaison/Academic Affairs 
Responsible Executive: University President 
Responsible Officer: Provost and Vice President for Academic Affairs 

The Office of the Provost and Vice President for Academic Affairs informs deans of 
substantive change policies and maintains on its website the SACSCOC Substantive 
Change Policy, UNA policies and procedures for compliance, and instructions for 
submitting a substantive change review to the SACSCOC Liaison. 

The SACSCOC Liaison maintains current information on SACSCOC Substantive Change 
policies; communicates and interprets those policies to the campus community; 
confers with SACSCOC staff to confirm application of policies to specific situations and 
prepares documents, notifications, and requests for SACSCOC approval for the Provost 
and/or President’s signature. 

Related Regulations, Statutes and Policies 

U.S. Department of Education Regulations Concerning Substantive Change (34 C.F.R. 
§602.22.):
http://www2.ed.gov/policy/highered/reg/hearulemaking/hea08/34cfr602.pdf
(please see page 12).

SACSCOC Substantive Change Policy Statement (subject to change without notice): 
https://sacscoc.org/accrediting-standards/substantive-changes/ 

University of North Alabama Substantive Change Policy for Institutional Accreditation, 
located on the website of the Provost and Vice President for Academic Affairs at 
https://www.una.edu/sacs/index.html. 
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Document History 

● Initial approval by the UNA Council of Academic Deans: February 13, 2012
● Initial approval by the UNA President: August 30, 2012
● Reviewed, revised and approved: 2013, 2016, 2021 and 2022
● Most recent revision: October 2022
● Approved by Institutional Effectiveness Committee on 11-7-22, Faculty Senate 

on 11-10-22, Staff Senate on 11-14-22, SGA on 11-21-22, SGEC on 11-28-22, and 
President Kitts on 11-29-22

This policy is subject to change without notice in response to U.S. Department 
of Education and/or SACSCOC policy revisions.
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